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Vincent van Gogh

Lead pencil on paper, circa 1882
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Vincent van Gogh (1853-1890)

Vincent van Gogh was born in a village in the southern
Netherlands and spent his young adult life working for art
dealers. He also took an interest in the vocation of his
father, and became a missionary worker in an
impoverished mining region in Belgium in 1879. In the
following year Vincent took the suggestion of his brother
Theo, and decided to become a painter. After several years
of study he completed his first major work, The Potato
Eaters, in 1885.

Van Gogh produced more than 2,000 paintings, drawings
and sketches in the last ten years of his life. His best-known
works were created in the last two years, a time in which
he suffered from mental illness that eventually led to his
suicide. Van Gogh pioneered the art movement that came
to be known as Expressionism, and dramatically influenced
the art of the 20th century, and specifically the Fauves

(The Wild Beasts) and German Expressionists.

Collection Connection

The Mary Musser Gilmore Collection at the Muscatine Art Center contains works by some of
the world’s most recognizable artists. Represented in the collection are Chagall, Renoir,
Toulouse-Lautrec, Van Gogh, Picasso, Matisse, Modigliani, Braque and others.

Mary Musser Gilmore was the niece of Laura Musser and one of

Laura’s two primary heirs. In 1992, Gilmore’s estate left a legacy of 27

works which were proudly displayed at the Muscatine Art Center. .

In 2010, an additional 12 were added to the permanent collection. All

39 pieces were part of Mary Musser Gilmore's original collection,
gifted in honor of her parents.

Henri Matisse

Tete De Fillette (Head of a Girl)

Brush and India ink on paper, circa 1947
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