View from the Alton (Illinois) Bluffs
Henry Salem Hubbell
Oil on canvas, circa 1926
Gift of Gage A. Kent in honor of Irene Kent

View from the Alton (Illinois) Bluffs
Henry Salem Hubbell (1870‐1949)
Born in Paola, Kansas, Hubbell took his ini al art training
at the Art Ins tute of Chicago. In the late 1890s, he studied
at the Julien Academy in Paris. From 1908 to 1910, he
became part of the American Colony of Impressionists at
Giverny. Hubbell spent twelve years abroad in prepara on
for his career, and then returned to America where he
achieved success as a portrait painter. He established a
studio at Silvermine near Norwalk, Connec cut, from
where he painted prominent ﬁgures and images of young
women. He also headed the School of Pain ng at the
Carnegie Ins tute of Technology in Pi sburgh. Some of
Hubbell's greatest successes were portrayals of the ﬂee ng
charm of childhood and youth. In his later works, he
replaced the long stroke and the fully charged brush of his
earlier works in favor of short strokes and broken color,
which, while loose and ﬂexible, permi ed more explora on
into the subtle es of personality and characteriza on.
Collec on Connec on
View from Alton Bluﬀs is part of the Musca ne Art Center’s Mississippi River Collec on which
historically and aesthe cally documents the ci es, towns and communi es along the mighty
Mississippi from the headwaters to the Gulf of Mexico. The collec on includes 600 items
such as maps, prints, pain ngs, drawings, sculptures, photographs and
ephemera.
Henry Lewis, James Dallas Parks, William Bunn, Frederick Oakes
Sylvester, John Mix Stanley and Joachim Ferdinand Richardt are among
the ar sts represented in the Musca ne Art Center’s Mississippi River
Collec on.
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