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February 12, 1862
California,
Moniteau County, Missouri

Dear wife and relatives,
There was another one of our company that got an honorable di
Sfrom the army last night. His name was Charles Fitsner. He die
one and two o’clock. That makes two that has died out of this con
Lieutenant Magoon has gone home as a recruiting officer. Anoth
of nonsense, for we now have twice or three times as many soldi
field as they know what to do with them. The last thing that I tol
was to not get any of my brothers. He looked a little sour at me b
nothing. I supposed he would of liked to have had my influence
any, for the way I understand it is that every recruit that he gets
dollars in his pocket.

— I remain yoy

Danl
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rather be
assassinated
than seea
single star
removed

from the
American




October 15, 1862
Camp near Corinth

Dear wife and relatives,

Since last I wrote I have seen some middling hard soldiering. The fight lasted
Jor two days and the slaughter on the rebel side was very great. After they were
whipped and driven from the field we were ordered to follow them. At the
Hatchie River a part of our forces got in ahead of them and gave them another
whipping. Their confusion was great and the road was strewn with their stuff.

1 picked up one of their guns - a great deal better than the one I had - so I took
that and left my old musket. So now I have a good rifle. They had better keep out
of the way of it for I think that it will shoot first rate. If the man that stands
behind it only does his duty it will be a bad gun to stand in front of.

William your way of thinking and mine are nearly alike as regards slavery.

If we cannot have the Union with it lets have the Union without it. The President’s
proclamation suits me very well, only it ought to of come a year sooner, but

1 suppose better late than not at all.




April 17, 1863
Lake Providence

Dear wife and relatives,

We are laying here expecting every day to be ordered to Vicksburg. There has
been heavy firing in that direction last night and today-what it means

I cannot tell but I think that some of our boats are trying to run the
blockade. I am in hopes that the rebels are nearly subdued for I want peace
on no other terms.

The Negroes are now free and the government is arming them and putting

white men over them to lead them on to victory and their freedom and this
must make the traitors tremble for this is turning their support against
them and it is bound to give them their death stroke.

— FEver remaining yours,
Danl J. Parvin
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#&¥- During the three months’ cam-

paign of the! 35th Iowa, eemin:emunn. at
their embarkation from Vieksburg on

the 10th of March and ending with their
rrival at Memphis, on the 10th instant,
they lost 22 killed and 83 Wouaded.ﬁ
They were engaged in four general bat--
tles and a number of skirmishes; besides
many hard marches, - Muscatme mourns
deeply over the loss of her brave sons in
this regiraent, yet.she is proud of their
re,u)rd ~and will hold theiz deeds of va,l-
or in gratefu? remembmee

——— D O B -._...._.—-q.‘



July 24, 1864 attlefield and in

Camp 11th Iowa, near Atlanta e places the dead
pls laid so thick that

as difficull to walk
hout treading on

so that I think that
ovement cost them

We have been in another terrible battle. On the
morning of the 21st we had been building

breastworks and we were ordered forward.

We went up to within about two hundred yards of
their works and commenced to entrench ourselves
and I tell you that the bullets came thick! We got
our trench just about done and we were ordered to

nrly. Yesterday was
ng the dead and

) action.
leave and go further to the left so we moved about

half a mile to the left and threw up breastworks We hold the greater part of the field that we fought
there. Early on the morning of the 22nd we heard over and we had a great many of their dead to
musketry firing in our rear and we knew at once’t that they bury and I am in hopes that they will bury our dead as

had flanked us. They came closer and closer until we found respectably as we did theirs.
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¢¢ I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States of America,
and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy thereof,
do hereby proclaim and declare....that on the first day
of January in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves
within any State....shall be then, thenceforward, and
forever free.? — e Emancipation Prociamation

August 12, 1864
Camp 11th Iowa, near Atlanta

Dear wife and relatives,
As this is my birthday I thought that I would spend a part of it in
writing to you. Our lines are getting pretty close together and they
keep up nearly a constant firing on both sides and there is a good
many killed and wounded every day by this way and now whilst
I am writing the balls are almost constantly whistling past me and
occasionally one will strike a soldier that happens to be in its
course. The sound of these missiles as they pass through the air is
not very pleasant to the ear for we cannot tell where they are going
to strike and perchance they strike the man next to you, and we do
not know but what our turn may be next. The rebels attacked our
pickets three times last night but I would rather fight them in the
day time if it should suit them for I can see how to shoot better by
daylight, but we will try to be ready for them at all ttmes. As loyal
men defending our Country’s rights we will meet them and
endeavor to do our duty to our Country and trust to Providence for
the result and I trust that all will be right in the end.

— I'remain yours till death,

Danl J. Parvin




September 6, 1864
Marietta Hospital

Dear wife,

I again undertake to let you know that I am yet counted
among the living. Sarah, I shall be a dreadful homely man
when I get well, for they took out so much of my jaw bone
that it will let my cheeks and lips settle in and my leeth are
about all gone and there is various other ailments too
numerous to mention now. I have received two letters and
I expect those will be the last that I shall get until I get
settled down someplace and I hope that it will be
Muscatine, lowa. Well I am tired of setting up and shall
have to stop writing.

September 21, 1864
Marietta Hospital

Dear wife and relatives,
I hawe suffered a good deal for my County and if necessary
I am willing and ready to die for my Country, but I am in
hopes that that sacrifice will not be required. There are
many that are better than I am that will yet suffer death
before the terrible rebellion is put down.

— Ever remaining yours,

Danl J. Parvin




66 And finally the war will end, the kingdom come,

the devil chained and I'll come home. ??

Charles T. Ruger was mustered into
service in August, 1862. While the
average soldier believed the bullet
was his most deadly enemy,

disease was by far the biggest killer
of the war. Of the nearly 620,000
deaths, over 400,000 men died

of disease. Charles Ruger died

on September 21, 1863

of chronic diarrhea.

— Charles T. Ruger, September 23, 1862

June 27, 1863
On the battleground of Vicksburg

My Dear Wife,

You said you wanted to see me so that you wanted me to come home let il cost what

it would. If I had known the war would last so long I would have come home before

I enlisted. I was a going to write to you yesterday but we was called out with orders
to storm the fort.

Our canons played on it a while and ceased firing for some reason. I don’t know
why. They still fire about four times a minute but that is common. Bul in a charge
the firing is a continual roar. I tell you Ann a man does some solid thinking when
he is going into battle.

1 saw the house of Jeff Davis burn at Jackson and the city went with it so good bye
to the capital of the state of Mississippr.
— Goodbye to you and Caty,

. - = ¢
{/‘;" ren c//m(;/; (27 ﬁcq- g ey Charles T Ruger

September 21, 1863

Kind friend,
I am sorry to info

ou of your husbands death. He died last night. He did not get
ecled he died in the hospital where he was taken sick.

will bury him this afternoon. He bore patiently through

18 afflictions, and was in hopes to the last of seeing his

ily. He never uttered a word of complaint. May God be

h the fatherless and the widows. It is my humble prayer.
more al present.

our husband had been taken north at the time I wrote

t letter to you, I believe he would have been alive yet.

— Iremain your friend and well wishes,
William Ruth
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